
 

Thornton Community Council 

Draft Minutes of the public meeting held on 

04/10/2023 @ 7pm 

In Thornton Pensioners Hut 

1. Meeting Attendance: 

Community Councillors Dorothy Herd (DH) [Chair], Euan Ross (ER) [Treasurer & Vice 
Chair], Heather Paterson (HP) (Vice Chair), Jean Laird (Secretary) 
(JL), Christine Ross (CR), Dawn Taylor (DL), John Laing (JoL), Izzy 
Anderson (IA), Rae Duncan (RD) 

Fife Councillors Ross Vettraino (RV), Daniel Wilson (DW) (Initial Chair) 

Apologies Jean Laird, Cllr. Derek Noble, Kelly Coull, Community Police Officer 

Absentees  

 

2. DW opened and chaired the meeting -overseeing- Adoption of the 

Constitution & Standing Orders, Appointment of Community Councillors 

& Appointment of Office Bearers 
• Constitution adopted as The Scheme of Establishment for Community 

Councils in Fife.  

• Community Councillors Appointed: 

Heather Paterson 
Jean Laird 
Izzy Anderson 
John Laing 
Dawn Taylor 
Ray Duncan 
Christine Ross 
Kelly Coull 
Co-opted Member Dorothy Herd Proposed - RD Seconded - DW 
Co-opted Member Euan Ross Proposed - HP Seconded - IA 

• Office Bearers Appointed 

Chairman = Dorothy Herd - Proposed - RD Seconded – DT    
Secretary = Jean Laird - Proposed - HP Seconded – ER    
Treasurer = Euan Ross - Proposed - DT Seconded – IA     
Vice Chair = Euan Ross - Proposed - IA  Seconded – CR     
Vice Chair = Heather Paterson - Proposed - JoL Seconded –CR    

 



DH then moved forward as Chair 

 

3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 

Held on: 6th September 2023 
Proposed by: RD Seconded by: JoL 

 

4. Review of Actions:  

Action no. Details Owner Actioned/cfwd 

23.09-01 Investigate play equipment for 
Memorial Park 

KC C/fwd- to be 
discussed and 
amended 

23.09-02 Thank Speed Watch volunteer JL actioned 

23.09-03 Canvas parents for opinions on 
reduction of play equipment in 
Thornton’s parks. 

KC actioned 

23.09-04 Contact primary school for opinions on 
reduction of play equipment in 
Thornton’s parks. 

JL actioned 

23.09-05 Feedback on play equipment 
consultation 

DW & RV actioned 

23.09-06 Update on repair of speed indicator 
sign 

RV actioned 

23.09-07 Update on contact with FC officers re 
roads and pavements repairs 

DW actioned 

23.09-08 Traffic calming update on consultation DN actioned 

23.09-09 Contact Community Police JL actioned 

23.09-10 Investigate pop up police person JL actioned 

23.09-11 Contact Greener Kirkcaldy JL actioned 

23.09-12 Investigate train refurb. With D. 
MacRae 

HP actioned 

23.09.13 Seek quote from N. Simpson for train 
refurb and pinning down of benches 

DH actioned 

23.09-14 Investigate soundness of train planter HP actioned 

23.09-15 Contact Transport Scotland & 
Investigate contractor for ‘Kirkcaldy 
paths’ 

JL actioned 

23.09-16 Investigate/source funding for:  

• Defib (new & case) 

• Benches and fixing 

• First Aid courses 
 

ER actioned 

 

5. Fife Councillor’s Update 

RV Overgrown hedges and dirty pathways walked around village and has raised with 

transportation department. 



RV Plot of land adjacent to 1 orchard road, possibly subject to a planning application 

unsure if lapsed, can’t find on system (DH contacted owner of land to ask her to tidy) 

DW issues with council by buy back scheme, looking into situation, will update. 

RV Speed sign parts are now here, should be fixed soon.  

RV No movement on pavement repairs, should be completed within this financial year, 

transportation to come to next meeting traffic calming. 

DW Play Park consultation was on Memorial Park only, info provided by council was 

not relevant for other 2 parks. 

6. Community Police Update: 

No Community Police in attendance, but update report shared See Appendix 1. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Opening balance £18,089.05 

Foundation Scotland recalled grant improvement money £2000 

Donations food support paid out to DH £410 

Flowers for Tracy paid to DH £20 

Instant saver interest paid in£7.48 

32- Day notice interest paid in £20.73 

Foundation Scotland first aid training course grant of £900,  

Closing Balance £16587  

Reserve funds  

Foundation Scotland micro grant fund £4065.64 

Foundation Scotland Xmas lights £2000 

Hanging baskets £1300 

Highland games funds held (38.49 spent) 

Total committed funds £7865.64 

Petty Cash £12.19 

Total unreserved funds £8733.81 

7. Secretary’s Report:  

See Appendix 2 

Planning applications submitted 

Address Application summary 
Nil  

  

 



 

Planning applications approved 

Address Application summary 
Nil  

  

 

Planning applications rejected 

Address Application summary 

Nil  

  

 

8. Memorial Park (Younger Children's Facilities) 

Discuss further next time. No update from KC, Foundation Scotland grant withdrawn as not used, 

survey results as provided by JL. 
 

9. Train Station Renaming Update: 
8th Sept JG assistant by email: ScotRail are in final stages of how to change 

name of station hoping to have achieved this by end of year, if delayed will be 

in touch. 

 

10.Makies Mill Bridge Update: 

Permission from Scotways to proceed. Golf Club are also on board and are 
happy to assist in any way they can, Wemyss Estate, John Adams are also 
happy for us to proceed. 
Action: Structural engineer to be sourced by HP to survey bridge piers. 

 

11. DoubleDykes Update: 

Mark Ruskell – blames FC – must get them to engage – look at electrification as 

phase 2 and push for crossing then, NR approached FC about funding for crossing 

18 months to 2 years ago, FC rejected idea – a lot of information has come to light 

due to our campaign Action: HP to contact Mark Ruskell to clarify where did info 

come from about approaching FC, RV to look back FC records for info on this 

subject 

FOI- has been promised to be delivered by 26th Oct 

DW motion to full council – legal and democratic services investigated the legal 

position of the rights of way for 5 weeks, legal position is now clear, shame it took 

so long to make their position clear to the public, this has not been a priority to 

labour and they have been forced into an amendment which worked out well as 

the legal position had to be revealed and they are now having to consider the future 

of these RoWs, area committee 4th Oct: Altnay Craik had a meeting with TS and 

NR, refuse to say publicly what was said, TS if FC engage they will contribute 

money, administration now starting to engage,  



DW spoke to First Minister about situation, he is interested, asked for more details, 

Action: DW will supply more detail. 

DW and RV going to keep pushing at FC to move this forward. 

 

12.Local Place Plan 
Explained with info provided by JL. Subgroup of JL, ER, HP and IA formed. 

 

13. AOCB: 

Train at top of station road, Duncan McCrae is willing to carry out repairs as 
needed, a Perspex board to be situated next to train directing people to place 
posters stickers on it rather than the train Action: HP to contact Duncan McCrae 
and ask for written quote DH to contact Neil Simpson to ask for quote on Perspex 
notice board. 
Lights in park car park not working, resident complaint ACTION RV to report. 
There are ways online to report village issues such as the light not working but 
Councillors like things to be reported to them so they can keep abreast of work 
carried out. 
North end of Thornton trees overgrown lamp posted 5 and 9 blocking light Action: 
RV to investigate and initiate corrections if necessary. 
DH 7/6/24 D Day anniversary what could we do to commemorate? Action: All CC 
members to consider and bring ideas back at next meeting. 
Armistice service, 12/11/23 can all community councillors attend church if 
possible and are expected attend the meeting at the gates for laying of wreaths. 
The health service answering service is terrible especially for elderly people, 
difficult to get through, cutting people off Action JL to write and inform health 
service of issues. 
Land line should be migrated over to digital; people will be cut off if not moved 
over, elderly people struggling Action: ER make awareness posters. 
Application in with foundation Scotland for seats top of station road.  
Local businessman donated £1000 for defibulator, one to be fitted at butchers, 
500 metre max distance apart, do trains carry a defibulator? Action: JL to contact 
ScotRail and enquire  
Would any one like to join the Balgeddie fund? Thornton residents only, 
oversubscribed by CC members, no volunteers at meeting 
First aid course, funding approved, money provide course booked for 25th and 
26th November 9.30 – 4pm held at pensioners hut, 12 people, first come first 
served, refundable deposit, Action: ER posters and Facebook. 

 

14.Microgrants (closed session) 

No applications 

 

15.Date of Next Meeting: 

1st November 2023 @7pm 

 



16. Actions: 

Action no. Details Owner Target date 
23.10-01 Issues with council buy back scheme, 

looking into situation, will update. 
DW 1/11/23 

23.10-02 Speed indicator sign -update RV 1/11/23 

23.10-03 Update on pavement repairs RV 1/11/23 

23.10-04 Vehicles in park (motorbikes) DW 1/11/23 
23.10-05 Check agreement for Fife Council 

vehicles using village & also mention 
‘speeding.’ 

RV 1/11/23 

23.10-06 Source structural engineer to assess 
MMill bridge piers 

HP 1/11/23 

23.10-07 DDykes push FC to move forward DW & RV 1/11/23 

23.10-08 Provide more info on DDykes to First 
Minister 

DW 1/11/23 

23.10-09 Contact D. McCrae for quote to repair of 
train 

HP 1/1123 

23.10-10 Contact N. Simpson for quote on 
Perspex notice board 

DH 1/11/23 

23.10-11 Report park lights not working RV 1/11/23 

23.10-12 North end lampposts 5 &9 obscured by 
overgrown trees-investigate correction 

RV 1/11/23 

23.10.13 Health service answering service-JL to 
make contact regarding accessibility and 
ease of contact 

JL 1/11/23 

23.10-14 Landline migration awareness poster ER 111/23 

23.10-15 Contact Scotrail regarding defibrilators JL 1/11/23 

23.10-16 First Aid Course poster and F 
book advert 

ER 1/11/23 

 

Appendix 1 Community Police Update 

Below is a brief report of what has been the main issues in Thornton over the last 
month or so. 
  
Crimes of Dishonesty are currently the most reported crimes in Thornton, thefts from 
local shops, theft of bicycles from garden shed, road repairing equipment.  Increase 
in whole area of theft from properties, sheds, garages, industrial premises and 
vehicles.  Advice to residents is be vigilant and make sure property and outbuildings 
are secure. 
  
Speeding issues, speeder deployments being carried out and has resulted in a 
number of people being advised regards their driving and others reported for 
speeding and other road traffic offences.  Deployments will continue to take place 
regularly.  Community speed watch will be up and running from April next year, 
covering Thornton also. 
  
Reported violence, anti-social behaviour and drugs offences have resulted 3 persons 
being reported to PF for same. 



 

 

 

Appendix 2 TCC Secretary’s Report 04102023 

Suggested amendments to September Minutes 

Derek Noble – Derek would like the following amendment to be made: All 3 

Councillors intervened and brought the play park review to the Community Council 

Jean Laird- Insert this in DoubleDykes update as it should have been detailed: 

30/09/2023 Fife Council’s Glenrothes Area Committee have voted unanimously 

promising to find a solution at DoubleDykes and they will work with all stakeholders 

to do this. However, the crossing may still close tomorrow- as Network Rail seem to 

have their own agenda. We will be chasing our unanswered email to the Leader of 

Fife Council again tonight.  

Correspondence highlights 

Date  Correspondence 
Received from- 

Details Date Correspondence 
Sent to- 

Details 

7/9/23 A. Donald Transport 
minister 
Handover 
failure and 
maintenance 
of paths at 
Cluny Bond 
and A92. 

7/9/23 Cllrs Vettraino & 
Wilson 

Thanks for 
preparing the 
Ddykes motion to 
Fife Council 
Committee.  

7/9/23 Fife Climate Hub Community 
grants 
available 

   

8/9/23 Tam McLaren Ddykes email 
with J. Gilruth 
MSP 

   

8/9/23 Mark Ruskell Green MSP 
meeting 
offered re 
Ddykes 

   

13/9/23 Paul McGlashan 
Community Police 

Apologies for 
missing Sep. 
meeting. 
Cardboard 
Police peron 
on order. 

13/9/23 LgiU Nominations for 
Councillor awards 
made 

14/923 Planning Aid 
Scotland 

Details of 
Local Place 
Plan materials 
and courses 

13/9/23 J. Will Thanks for Speed 
watch 
volunteering offer.  

14/9/23 Jenny Gilruth Approached 
Fife Council to 
relay offer from 
Scottish Gov’s 
Transport 
Minister to part 
fund the 
project for a 

13/9/23 Greener Kirkcaldy Contacted for 
advice and to 
connect re 
community 
growing etc. 



crossing at 
Ddykes. 

19/9/23 Claire Warrender 
Courier -Fife Ed 

Update and 
response re 
Fife Council 
committees 
and indication 
of continued 
coverage of 
Ddykes issue 
in the Courier 
newspaper.  

13/9/23 Mark Ruskell 
Green MSP 

Meeting arranged 
re Ddykes 

19/9/23 Fife Council Remembrance 
parade forms 
completed. By 
Euan Ross 

21/9/23 Cllrs Vettraino & 
Wilson  

Thanks for 
bringing forward 
Ddykes motion to 
Fife Council 

19/9/23 Fife Council Local heat 
energy 
efficiency 
strategy 
Consultation 

21/9/23 Cllr Noble Question 
regarding why 
Fife Council 
Motion was 
amended and 
what this means 
for our campaign. 

24/9/23 Cllr Derek Noble Response as 
per email-This 
is why the 
Glenrothes 
Area 
Committee has 
asked for 
Network Rail, 
Transport 
Scotland and 
all other 
partners to 
attend a 
meeting so 
that we can try 
and find a way 
to resolve this 
issue. 
 
I will on your 
behalf ask 
that Fife 
Council’s 
Access Officer 
and to Cllr 
David Ross 
are 
answered?. 
 

   

24/9/23 Alex Donald Request that 
TCC contact 
Fife council re 
clearance of 
vegetation and 
grass cutting 
on paths.  

24/9/23 Transport Scotland Request that 
vegetation be cut 
back on local 
paths 

25/9/23 Cllr Vettraino Illegal dumping 
noted and 
suggestion of 
local culprits.  

24/9/23 HT Thornton PS Request for 
feedback from 
pupils and parent 
council re parks 



and play 
equipment. 

26/9/23 Scotways M.Mill bridge 
enquiry as to 
what TCC 
were enquiring 
for? 

24/9/23 Scotways Details of repair of 
Mmill bridge 
submitted again 
with the question. 
Do Scotways 
require anything 
else from TCC? 

28/9/23 Peter Grant MP As you will see 
from the 
column, Peter 
has again 
written to 
Fiona Hyslop 
to urge the 
Scottish 
Government to 
meet with him 
and engage 
with the local 
communities 
about the 
issue and we 
will keep you 
informed of 
any progress 
with this. 
 
To answer 
your question 
about Levelling 
Up funding, 
Peter received 
the following 
response from 
the Minister for 
Levelling Up:  
 
”Officials in the 
Department for 
Transport will 
work closely 
with Fife 
Council 
throughout the 
life of the 
project and I 
understand 
that, currently, 
the9rojectt is 
proceeding as 
planned. If any 
changes are 
deemed 
necessary, it 
would be for 
Fife Council to 
work with the 
Department for 
Transport to 
initiate a 
Project 
Adjustment 

2/10/23 Minister for 
Transport copying 
in Transport 
Scotland and 
Network Rail 

Shared TCCs 
position on 
Ddykes, 
Tullybreck and 
Waulkmill 
crossing and hope 
that- Our 
Community 
Councils and local 
people are acutely 
aware that the 
realisation of a 
safe crossing 
must not be 
thwarted by silo 
practices in how 
budgets, policy 
and decision 
making are 
controlled by 
various partners 
and 
stakeholders.  We 
seek 
reassurances that 
all stakeholders, 
including the 
Scottish 
Government and 
Transport 
Scotland, are 
making a serious 
commitment to 
finding a solution 
for our 
communities. 



Request.” 
 
He has also 
been in 
discussion with 
Fife Council 
about this 
possibility but 
so far this has 
been 
inconclusive. 
 

30/9/23 T. McLaren 
(Ramblers) 

FOI response 
from Fife 
Council taking 
a position on 
DDykes that it 
is not a right of 
way but just 
taking NRs 
position on 
Waulkmill and 
Tullybreck.  

2/10/23 Fife Council Cllr D 
Ross 

Request for 
response to 
previous emails 
and Our 
Community 
Councils and local 
people are acutely 
aware that the 
realisation of a 
safe crossing 
must not be 
thwarted by silo 
practices in how 
budgets, policy 
and decision 
making are 
controlled by 
various partners 
and 
stakeholders.  We 
seek 
reassurances that 
all stakeholders, 
including the Fife 
Council, are 
making a serious 
commitment to 
finding a solution 
for our 
communities. 

   2/10/23 Fife Council 
Access Officer 

Request for 
answer to 
previous emails. 

   2/10/23 Fife Councillors Notification of 
intent to create 
Local Place Plan 
and invitation to 
be involved. 

   2/10/23 Central Fife -all 
active Community 
Councils 

Notification of 
intent to create 
Local Place Plan 
and invitation to 
be involved. 

   2/10/23 Peter Grant MP Notification of 
intent to create 
Local Place Plan 

   2/10/23 Jenny Gilruth MSP 
and all regional 
MSPs 

Notification of 
intent to create 
Local Place Plan 

   2/10/23 Fife Council 
LPP@fife.gov.uk 

Notification of 
intent to create 
Local Place Plan 



   2/10/23 Fife Council 
Planning 

Request to 
answer previous 
email re Network 
Rail Compound 

   2/10/23 Dalwhinnie CC Request to 
connect re 
Dalwhinnie Level 
Crossing 
Campaign 

   2/10/23 Broughty Ferry CC Request to 
connect re 
Harecraig Level 
Crossing 
campaign and 
safety upgrade. 

      

      

 

DoubleDykes Update 

• Response sent to Transport Secretary copying in Network Rail and Transport 

Scotland urging that all stakeholders work together to resolve this issue: 

Our Community Councils and local people are acutely aware that the 

realisation of a safe crossing must not be thwarted by silo practices in how 

budgets, policy and decision making are controlled by various partners and 

stakeholders.  We seek reassurances that all stakeholders, including the 

Scottish Government and Transport Scotland, are making a serious 

commitment to finding a solution for our communities. 

• Email to Fife Council sent asking Cllr Ross for a response to previous 

correspondence and asking Access Officer also for a response to previous 

email 

• J. Gilruth has contacted Fife Council with an offer of part funding for a 

crossing from S.Gov Transport Minister 

• P. Grant has written to Transport minister requesting a meeting and to Fife 

Council regarding funding being found from Levelling Up Funds 

Mackies Mill Bridge Update 

• Golf Club are on board and will support with storage and transport of any 

materials for repairs.  

• Scotways are slow to reply but have engaged partially. We need a definitive 

response. Several calls and emails have been made/sent this month. 

 

 

Local Place Plan 

 

• Statutory elements have been initiated by contacting elected members and 

neighbouring Community Councils. 

• TCC may require a small budget for this work. Fife Council recommend a 

minimum of £500. However, if most of the consultation is online this will not be 

required as costs relate to printing and hall bookings etc.  

• Setting up a sub committee for this work is recommended and this will require 

a minimum of three TCC members. J Laird keen to be involved and has 

attended PAS training for this work.  



• Next steps contact other local organisations and interested parties, begin 

collecting and analysing data and Plan and begin consultation online and face 

to face.   

 

 

Appendix 3 

Summary of Parks and Play Equipment Feedback 

After six days this short survey has 115 responses and 73 comments. Here is a  

summary so far: 

Qu1. Do you think Fife Council should provide and maintain children's play  

equipment in all three of Thornton's parks? 

Yes-109 

No-6 

Qu2. Do you think Fife Council should remove play equipment from any of the parks  

in Thornton to save money? 

Yes-8 

No-107 

Comments-73 

Here are a few of the comments1 Removal of play equipment is wrong they don't 

maintain it anyway they just cut  

grass should be doing up equipment and replacing with newer stuff not leaving an  

empty piece of land which will end up covered in dog mess 

2 It’s disgusting how Fife Council think they can do what they want, they are  

meant to be there for their people whom they represent and they never are. 

3 Only place for kids to play 

4 All 3 parks need play equipment, children need areas and space close to  

home ,so they can walk round to the parks themselves . Enjoy playing and running  

around . If no play equipment in park is it going to just grow wild with long grass and  

weeds . Will the council still look after that area . Much prefer children playing close  

to their homes . 

5 These parks provide vital opportunities for disadvantaged children within our  

community. The parks also allow children to be active and promote a healthy lifestyle  

it’s vital to keep these parks for children to explore and play as they develop to  



remove these would be a great shame and really unfortunate. Exercise and fresh air  

don’t just aid mental health in young people but promote play and without them  

children could have extra health issues costing the government far more money  

within the nhs. 

6 More houses being built within the village and fife council planning on  

removing facilities!! Should they not be improving the leisure facilities to reduce the  

boredom for kids and hopefully will reduce the vandalism & graffiti that has been on  

the increase since all the new builds & new families arrived ? 

7 There is very little for children to do at the play parks as it is . The children  

deserve new play equipment 

8 Play equipment needs better maintained and if anything more  

accessible equipment is required for those with additional support needs, as the  

memorial park is very limited in provision for those who are not able bodied or if they  

are younger 

9 My grandchildren play in all the parks 

10 I think all the money should be put in to one park 

11 The little park at hawthorn terrace and rowan terrace is in desperate need of  

equipment and update. This park is used by alot of kids that are not able to go to the  

memorial park. (Young childer and toddlers) thisnis due to older kids using  

equipment and not sharing or teenagers and glass in the aera.Younger childern use  

this park alot. The memorial park equipment some could do with some up keep but  

all the equipment is used by a variety of ages. It would be a extremely big down  

grade and knock to remove equipment and not improve the smaller parks in Thornton 

 


