
 

Thornton Community Council 

Draft Minutes of the public meeting held on 

06/03/2024 @ 7pm 

In Thornton Pensioners Hut 

1. Meeting Attendance: 
 

Community 
Councillors 

Dorothy Herd (DH) [Chair], Euan Ross (ER) (Treasurer & 
Vice Chair), Heather Paterson (HP) (Vice Chair), Jean Laird 
(Secretary) (JL), Christine Ross (CR), Izzy Anderson (IA), 
Ray Duncan (RD) 

Fife Councillors Cllr Ross Vettraino, Cllr Daniel Wilson, Cllr Derek Noble 

Community Police Absent 

Apologies Dawn Taylor, John Laing 

Absentees  

 

 

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting: 

Held on: 03/01/2024 

Proposed by: ER Seconded 
by: 

HP 

 

Review of Actions:  

Action 
no. 

Details Owner Target 
date 

Details 

24.01-01 Update on pavement 
repairs c/fwd 

RV Ongoing ongoing 

24.01-02 Contact N. Simpson for 
quote on Perspex notice 
board 

DH Ongoing ongoing 

24.01-03 Park lights fault RV Ongoing ongoing 
24.01.04 Defibrillators  ER Ongoing ongoing 
24.01-06 Unadopted road at 

primary school 
RV Ongoing ongoing 

24.01-11 Christmas lights storage 
and switch on event 
arrangements. Plus liaise 
with TR Band 

JL & ER Ongoing Lights are now 
stored. Event and 
-TR Band aspect 
ongoing 



 

 

 

3. Fife Councillor’s Update: 

• RV has raised all last month’s action points with Fife Council and 

awaits responses.  

• DW shared some details of Fife council’s budget decisions including 

the SNP proposal that £100 000 was allocated t provide a bridge at 

24.01-12 Community Event (29 
June)-progress and set 
date. Liaise with TR Band 
and other community 
organisations. 
Subcommittee to be 
formed. 

DH 
 

Ongoing Subcommittee 
formed. ER, JL, 
IA, HP & Mark 
Bruce 

24.01-13 Hanging baskets/tubs 
+community gardening. 
Establish price and 
progress search for 
sponsors 

JL Ongoing Price agreed-
sponsor search to 
follow.  

24.01-14 Tree planting in Memorial 
Park-complete Fife 
Council Application form 

IA Ongoing Application 
approved. 
Clarification on 
next steps from 
FC sought.  

24.02-1 ER raised issue of 
serious fly tipping at 
Doubledykes. RV noted 
this to follow up 

Councillors Ongoing RV contacted N. 
Rail who have 
agreed to clear 
and secure the 
area. 

24.02-2 JL mentioned flood at 
South end of village and 
litter on verges due to un-
netted lorries travelling 
from Fife Council depot 
towards Kirkcaldy. RV 
noted to follow up. 

Councillors Ongoing Ongoing 

24.02-3 CR mentioned Station 
Road flooding 

Councillors Ongoing Ongoing 

24.02-4 ER mentioned radar 
speed sign at South end 
has an intermittent fault. 
RV noted for follow up. 

Councillors Ongoing Ongoing 

24.02-5 HP mentioned bus stop 
opposite Fish Hoose is 
dangerous due to being 
hit by a bus. RV noted for 
follow up. 

Councillors Ongoing Ongoing 

24.02-6 Two Park lights are faulty 
(inc. car park) RV noted 
for follow up. 

Counillors Ongoing Ongoing 

     



DoubleDykes Crossing. This suggested amendment to the budget 

was voted down. He also shared that Council tax rates were frozen 

but that both Social Housing rents and water rates would increase by 

5%. Funerals and cremations will also increase by 5%. Daniel also 

mentioned that parents had contacted him about an incident at the 

primary school involving a child wielding a hammer. He has 

contacted Angela Logue head of education regarding the school’s 

handling of the incident. 

• RD raised the issue of a second damaged bus shelter. JL to 

investigate and report this to Fife Council.  

• DN noted that he had also been contacted by constituents about the 

incident at the primary school. He also mentioned the fact that the 

new Highland Games committee has disbanded.  

• Fly tipping was discussed by members of the public. RV suggested 

that TCC share some information with the community regarding the 

rules around engaging people to remove rubbish or waste or to carry 

out work resulting in waste being removed and disposed of by fly-

tipping. Specifically mentioning the requirement for tradespeople to 

have a SEPA certified waste carrier registration.  

• HP raised the issue of inaccessible pavements due to dirt at Station 

Road and Strathore Road. HP also raised the issue of blockages in 

the Lochty Burn identified by SEPA as causing flooding. RV will 

contact Fife Council regarding the cleaning/dredging of this part of 

the burn.  

• ER asked for the Councillor’s support with siting a defibrillator in 

Flutorum Ave. and sourcing power from a lamp post. DW will contact 

Fife Council and support with this. 

 

4. Community Police Update: 

• No update was shared.  

 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

• See Appendix 1.  

 

6. Secretary’s Report 

• See Appendix 2. 

Matters arising from this were: 

• King’s portrait to be applied for by JL 

 

7. Planters & Community Growing 

 

• A. Smith contacted TCC to advise that she will continue to ‘garden’ the area 

at the bus stop at South End. She also advised that planters at Donald 

Crescent need attention as they are overturned. Peter from FIB Hort will 

attend to these when they are to be replanted.  

 

8. Community Event 



• Mark Bruce shared some research he had carried out on possible 

play equipment and party inflatables that could be hired locally. This 

was well received. 

• Mark also mentioned potential ‘layouts’ for stalls and that T Hibs will 

open their facilities for everyone.  

• ER mentioned insurance and risk assessment for the event and will 

investigate. 

• ER, JL, IA, Mark Bruce & HP are on sub-committee for this event DH 

declined to join.  

• ER also briefly discussed funding and that we need to make a Mid 

Balbeggie Wind Farm funding application asap.  

• DW mentioned Community Development Funding which we should 

apply for. 

• DH and IA mentioned ticketing for the event. HP agreed to carry out 

printing of these.  

• Lynne Nicol supported with experience from Coaltown of Balgonie 

event re catering and BBQs as DH was concerned re cost to families 

of outside catering vans.  

• DH suggested contacting Kelly regarding engaging parents of 

younger children with the event.  

• RD mentioned First Aiders will be required. 

• JL to contact Tullis Russell Band re attending this event.  

 

 

9. Memorial Park-trees 

• IA-making excellent progress with this project 

• Tree planting approved by Fife Council but some clarification on logistics is 

required for the actual physical planting of the trees.  

• ER shared that funding may be available from Nat. Lottery Climate Action 

Fund.  

 

10. Train Station Renaming -update 

• JoL will update next meeting.  

 

11. Mackie’s Mill Bridge Update 

• HP- has progressed investigations with Fife Council and is awaiting further 

engagement/response from them re ownership.  

12. Christmas lights Event 

• Update at April meeting. 

  

13.  DoubleDykes 

• HP has progressed the campaign through attending planning training and 

active travel consultations and challenging and questioning the 

inconsistencies presented by Fife Council as to how Levenmouth Rail 

project has been planned and implemented and how they should be planned 

and implemented in line with Fife Council Policy -in particular Policy 13. The 

expectations regarding engagement of Council Officers with Community 



Councils were also discussed as policy does not resemble practice. This 

correspondence is ongoing. 

• HP has also lodged formal complaints with Fife Council and S. Gov. 

regarding the Levenmouth Rail Project and associated active travel 

provision. These complaints require to be followed up by written requests 

from members of the public asking for TCC to complain on their behalf. 

Procedure dictates that a Community Council cannot complain on their own 

behalf only on behalf of members of the public.  JL to email ROW group and 

Rick Ware to contact Coaltown of Balgonie residents regarding obtaining 

this support to progress the complaints.   

 

14. AOCB 

• HP attended a Democracy Matters meeting where DR Oliver Escobar from 

University of Edinburgh was speaking. HP is interested in the suggestions 

and thinking arising from this meeting. This includes suggestions that 

CCouncils should have representation present at Fife Council Committees.  

• Meeting venue 

The Pensioner’s Hut is our current meeting venue, but a key will no longer 

be available in the shop to access this venue. There were issues with 

accessing the venue in February. ER shared that Th. Bowling Club would 

host us for £10 per meeting a saving of £5 per month. The bowling club 

would also provide tea and coffee. Thanks to hazel for opening the venue 

for TCC for this meeting. The potential of a venue change was discussed 

briefly and will be an agenda item for April. 

• Association of Fife Community Councils & Scottish Forum of 

Community Councils 

ER & JL joined a meeting of Fife Community Councils in February at which 

35 CCs were in attendance. There is support across Fife amongst CCs to 

create a Fife Association of Community Councils. ER is working closely with 

Glenrothes North CC regarding this and a follow up meeting is scheduled. 

Other matters discussed as common concerns for all attendees were; the 

lack of engagement from Fife Council Officers with Community Council 

issues, poor funding and the poorly organised election process.  

ER has registered TCC as a member of the newly emerging Scottish Forum 

of Community Councils and we will be with both of these 

groups/organisations ongoing. 

 

 

15. Date of next meeting:3rd April 2024 

 

 

Actions: 

 

Action 
no. 

Details Owner Target 
date 

Details 

24.01-01 Update on pavement 
repairs & cleaning c/fwd 

RV Ongoing ongoing 



24.01-02 Contact N. Simpson for 
quote on Perspex notice 
board 

DH Ongoing ongoing 

24.01-03 Park lights fault RV Ongoing ongoing 
24.01.04 Defibrillators  ER Ongoing Ongoing-good 

progress made in 
Feb/March. 

24.01-06 Unadopted road at 
primary school 

RV Ongoing ongoing 

24.01-11 Christmas lights storage 
and switch on event 
arrangements. Plus liaise 
with TR Band 

JL & ER Ongoing Lights are now 
stored. Event and 
-TR Band aspect 
ongoing 

24.01-12 Community Event (29 
June)-progress and set 
date. Liaise with TR Band 
and other community 
organisations. 
Subcommittee to be 
formed. 

DH 
 

Ongoing Subcommittee 
formed. ER, JL, 
IA, HP & Mark 
Bruce 

24.01-13 Hanging baskets/tubs 
+community gardening. 
Establish price and 
progress search for 
sponsors 

JL Ongoing Price agreed. 
Sponsor search to 
follow.  

24.01-14 Tree planting in Memorial 
Park-complete Fife 
Council Application form 

IA Ongoing Application 
approved. 
Clarification on 
next steps from 
FC sought.  

24.02-1 ER raised issue of 
serious fly tipping at 
Doubledykes. RV noted 
this to follow up 

Councillors Ongoing RV contacted N. 
Rail who have 
agreed to clear 
and secure the 
area. 

24.02-2 JL mentioned flood at 
South end of village and 
litter on verges due to un-
netted lorries travelling 
from Fife Council depot 
towards Kirkcaldy. RV 
noted to follow up. 

Councillors Ongoing Ongoing 

24.02-3 CR mentioned Station 
Road flooding 

Councillors Ongoing Ongoing 

24.02-4 ER mentioned radar 
speed sign at South end 
has an intermittent fault. 
RV noted for follow up. 

Councillors Ongoing Ongoing 

24.02-5 HP mentioned bus stop 
opposite Fish Hoose is 
dangerous due to being 
hit by a bus. RV noted for 
follow up. 

Councillors Ongoing Ongoing 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24.02-6 Two Park lights are faulty 
(inc. car park) RV noted 
for follow up. 

Councillors Ongoing Ongoing 

24.03-01 Report smashed bus 
shelter 

JL 03/04/2024  

24.03-02 Alert public to rules on 
waste disposal 

JL 03/04/2024  

24.03-03 Contact FC re defibrillator 
siting Flutorum Ave. 

DW 03/04/2024  

24.03-04 Contact Community 
Police-re reports 

JL 03/04/2024  

24.03-05 Apply for King’s Portrait JL 03/04/2024  

24.03-06 Contact TR band re 
summer party 

JL 03/04/2024  

24.03-07 Contact RoW group to 
ask for support with DD 
complaint 

JL 03/04/2024  

     

     



Appendix 1 

Treasurer’s Report 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix 2 

Secetary’s Report 

Planning 

Planning applications submitted  

Address  Application summary  

Nil  

  

  
  

Planning applications approved  

Address  Application summary  

Nil  

    

  

Planning applications rejected  

Address  Application summary  

Nil    

    

 

DoubleDykes 

• £100 000 of funding was proposed in Fife council budget to be allocated 

towards a bridge crossing the railway at DoubleDykes through an SNP budget 

amendment. This was voted down by Fife Council. 

• Heather attended Fife Council Active Travel Consultation and will update. 

• Euan and Cllr Vettraino have engaged in correspondence regarding fly 

tipping. 

Local Place Plan 

LPP -no progress to report but majority of draft plan complete. 

Paths, clearance of vegetation 

• Alex Donald has shared plans, and this project is now ready to hand over for 

next steps. 

Fife Community Councils Meeting/Group 

• A meeting was held virtually in February with many Fife Community Councils 

in attendance. Euan Ross stepped in as impromptu Chairperson due to the 

organiser having technical difficulties. Further meeting, connection and 

discussion between Fife Community Councils is proposed as this is 

considered beneficial for Community Councils across Fife who are 

experiencing similar challenges. A national group is also in the early stages of 

establishment. Euan will update further on progress with these groups.  

Other correspondence shared with wider CC via email 

• King’s portrait scheme-do we want one? 



• Trauma Survey NHS 

• Funding newsletter 

• A92 works Cowdenbeath overbridge Traffic management is scheduled to be 

in place between 7pm on Friday 15th March to 6am on Tuesday 19th March. 

Due to the works nature and complexity, as well as safety purposes, the 

bridge will be closed to pedestrians, cyclists and emergency services for the 

whole duration. 

• FVA, 27 March Community Resilience drop in event New Volunteer House, 

Fergus Pl Kirkcaldy, 6-8pm. 

• Defibrillators- Euan has made significant progress with funding and 

engagement with the community and local businesses- and will provide an 

update. 

• Heather has registered official complaints with Fife Council and S.Gov 

regarding the Levenmouth Rail Project. The complaint focuses on the lack of 

consultation, incomplete project scoping, lack of engagement with the 

community and the resulting disadvantage to our community from this project. 

Heather will update. 

• MSP J Gilruth would like to post news on our noticeboard.  

• Heather Smith contacted us regarding planters. She will continue to tend to 

bus stop area and raised concern re planters at end of Donald Crescent being 

overturned. 

• Redhouse Roundabout -road closure 9pm 20 March to 6am 21 March (BT 

Openreach works).  

• Fife Council Webinar on empty homes -20 March. 

• Rothes Medical practice contacted regarding issues with appointment system.  

• 6th March -West & Central Planning Committee of 6th March 2024 - Agenda & 

Papers 

• Fife Council Committee Calendar shared and circulated. 

• Mackies Mill Bridge – appears Fife Council have responsibility. Heather to 

update. 

• FHSC Partnership Prevention & early intervention survey-circulated to all. 

• School newsletter shared. 

• School rezoning meeting -Teams 19 March 6pm -invite forwarded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


